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Dear Supporters,

As I sit down to write this letter I think of how I ended last year's letter and that was by
encouraging all of you to stay the course in drawing closer to The Lord! I hope as we have seen the
end of 2022 and the beginning of 2023 you can look back and say that you did that. However, as we
face such discouraging times in the world it is easy to also get discouraged about one's walk with The
Lord; especially if it feels you have not had success in drawing closer to Him. That being true, I want
to say there are many times when just holding on is the goal. When hard times come it is easy to
believe your walk with The Lord is not going anywhere, but the feeling is not always the reality! God
has told us if we would draw nigh unto Him, He would draw nigh unto us. (James 4:8) In a world
filled with sin and the damage it has done, it can often feel like God must be very far away. The truth
is, He is drawing away from this world because if He did not His righteousness would demand He
wipe this world's sinfulness from existence. That is not to say He doesn't have His eyes upon us all. It
only means man's sin has pushed the things of God from this world more and more. God allows this
process so that man can see firsthand how much we need Him, and that truth grows more evident with
each passing year like never before. The final answer to all this, and what we who serve The Lord
wait for, is the day God says it has gone far enough. When that day comes Jesus will split the eastern
sky and return to take the reigns of power from evil men in order to rule this world! (Zech. 14)

When that day comes it will be obvious God has never left us nor forsaken us. (Deut. 31:6,
Heb. 13:5) It is only we who do the forsaking of God, not the other way around. So, as we think about
our personal efforts to draw closer to God it might seem we have made no progress because of what
we suffer in a world going down so fast. However, what me must keep in mind is that the purging
nature of the fires we walk through in this life work to refine us into the pureness God wants us all to
have. That fire can make it seem God is very far away because there is always the human instinct to
believe we would not be going through such fire if God really cared for us. However, what we forget
or never really understand to begin with, is shown in the story of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego.
(Dan. 3) It's not about what God saves us from going through but what He is able to carry us through!
We may not always recognize it, but it is in those times we come closer to Him than ever before. What
feels like nothing more than holding on is actually learning to trust God even deeper than we ever
have, and that's something we never want to forget!

In my writings I often talk about how the Children of Israel would not enter the promised land
when God wanted them to because of the Canaanites they'd have to fight in order to do so. (Num. 13)
In this we see the clear picture of people looking at the challenge ahead, knowing their own strength
was not sufficient, and forgetting the true point. What they needed to do was remember all the things
God had done to Egypt while they simply waited for the day Pharaoh would not only let them go but
throw them out! (Ex. 12:29-33) Our discouragement can make it hard to see the victories God has
given us, but they're there. Just a few short months ago I wrote the letter that goes out with each of our
2023 calendars, and in that letter I said we had made some progress in catching up from the backlog
we have had for some time now. Since I wrote that letter it seems we have been swamped and are in
some ways further behind than ever at this point. It's hard to see the victory because significant
growth for this ministry has come right at the time supplies have tightened and prices of everything
have risen. It has been a challenge like never before to keep the paper products we need in the office
and available to keep making materials. Postage will go up, once again, this first month of January
and health has slowed us greatly this last year. All that said, I have to go back to the first little word in
that rundown, “growth.” The demand for this ministry's materials has grown, and while that has been
a truth in many years, we have seen so many people reach out to us it makes the past seem almost like
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no growth in comparison. As I think about this I'm reminded of the ridicule I and this ministry have
faced over the years for not being some feel good encouraging organization like so many ministries
attempt to be. I think about this because now as times have gotten so hard we do not see people
turning from us as so many might have thought would happen. Instead, people are turning to us.

I believe that's because the truth, not the hype, is what gives people the solid handhold they
need. People need to know God's Word in order to hold on. Thus, it is our prayer that the solidness in
teaching God's Word and our ability to get those teachings out to all who request them will continue in
2023. It might be hard, but what are the options? We can give up because it seems hopeless or we can
trust God and continue doing what God makes possible. As we look at the challenges ahead we know
they are beyond our ability, but like the Children of Israel we do not want to miss the opportunity to
move ahead because we can't get our eyes off the challenges. We must remember all the things God
was able to bring us through to get us this far and know He is able to handle any giants, any army, any
challenges that lay ahead. We've already seen it in small but steady ways. As hard as it seems to be,
we have found paper supplies here and there to replace ones we can no longer get. As small as the
square footage in the office is, it still somehow holds what we need to get the work done. As hard as
health problems have hit, we find the strength to get some more materials produced and mailed. I
personally would love to do so much more, but all we can do in reality is search our own hearts and
make sure we are dedicated to God in doing the work before us. From there it is up to God to remove
the obstacles and make a way where there seems to be no way.

The truth is 2023 appears to be another year of holding on, and holding on is what we will do
because as Paul pointed out, “...to live is Christ, and to die is gain.” Philippians 1:21 We all await that
great day The Lord returns or for the day we personally get to leave this life to be forever with Him.
That day will be nothing short of amazing but in the meantime we live the life of being Christians. It's
not a title but a truth. To be Christ like is to continue the work Christ exemplified when He came to
this earth and that was to show every man God has the power to save! If we don't believe that
ourselves then we have lost it all, but if we believe it we must also believe He has the power to save
those around us. Not everyone will yield to God but we must believe God can use us as instruments in
making sure everyone is given the chance. That is why it is always my hope the materials this ministry
produces is a help in studying to show ourselves approved and ready for when those times come. (II
Tim. 2:15) Those materials are still getting out, slowly but it's something. Will God make a way for us
to improve in that area this year? Only God knows, but it certainly won't happen if we give up and
stop trying! That much is simply a truth of our existence and it is the truth I hope each of us can grab
hold of this year. Will you grow in your walk with The Lord this year? It is always an option available
to you but only if you keep seeking Him. Will God use you in this year to reach others around you?
He most likely will in some way, shape, or form whether we are directly aware of it or not but again,
only if we keep holding on to him. The bottom line is, we never know how much holding on is
accomplishing in our lives as well as the lives of those who watch us fight the fight. So let's keep
fighting the only fight worth winning in this life and continue to serve The Lord in this new year!

Sincerely,
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Philip E. Busby
Executive Director
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