
Dear Supporters,

Every year I start this letter by talking about how incredible it is another year has passed, but I don't
want to do that this year. As much as we as humans use markers, like the earth going around the sun another
time, to deal with the passage of time, we have to go back to what is true. God created us to live in these
cycles. They're just the life we were created to live in the here and now, but the thought that just won't leave
my mind is how much faith, being a walk with God, finds time to be irrelevant. Time certainly matters
when it comes to the work God wants each of us to do in order to win the lost, but it's too easy to get
wrapped up in that idea to the point it becomes the reason we live instead of faith. Keeping our faith even
when there's work to be done is a necessary perspective because 2024 was a year of incredible personal
struggles that kept us from doing this ministry like never before, and we were already so far behind the
burden seemed too much to bear!

Many of you have seen the effects of this as issues of Shaqah have fallen behind further and further
to the point the last issue of Shaqah in 2024 didn't even go out until the last of the first month of 2025. As
we have been forced to hammer away at work that had to be done to survive I watched days, weeks, and
months pass only getting done what little ministry work we could squeeze in as we could. That is certainly
not how I wanted to live my life. Not when I was young and especially not now that I'm older and much
slower than I used to be. At times, the thought of how little was going out from Living Springs and how late
everything was getting almost caused me to panic. As I sit and write this letter I can't help but feel there is
something else I should be doing because it seems more pressing; like getting the next issue of Shaqah
started with the hope it can be a little less late than the last. However, when that happens I just have to keep
taking deep breaths and thinking about what I said at the end of last year's letter about doing what God
makes possible. Can I give you an answer as to why we had to struggle so much this last year after already
being so far behind due to struggles of other years? The answer is that I could give you physical answers
but not an answer that makes it all seem like a wonderful thing God was working in our lives.

What happened in 2024 is just the truth of the times. Satan hates those who serve The Lord! If
nothing else it reminds him of all he lost when he rebelled thinking he could take God's place and ended up
being kicked out of heaven. If we know our Bible we can answer the question of where Satan ended up, for
we are told he fell to this earth. (Rev. 12) We are also told he was very angry and his response to his defeat
was to go after everything of God's in this world. If he can't have heaven, he wants the place we live in and
the individuals in it to serve him. That said, what he wants most is to see God have nothing in this world
just as Satan can have nothing in heaven anymore! In the ways it's possible for things to exist “without
God,” Satan wants this world to be devoid of God and there's only one way to really do that. Satan must
keep each of us from serving God or he certainly will not be totally in control of the here and now as he
desires. He can't  have people praying “...Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come. Thy will be done, as in heaven, so in earth.” Luke 11:2. As bad as that is, it's even worse
when believers combine that with actually putting our hand to the plow and beginning to do the physical
work of bringing the Kingdom of God to be a part of what happens here!

Therein is the key to it all. We don't need to do the work to the point we end up ignoring the faith
we need to do that work. We need to continually seek what God's will is as we fight to do what God wants
of us. A tremendous amount of the work has to do with our personal lives. We pray God's will be done on
this earth like it is so freely done in heaven. God shows us ways to gain in our walk with Him which makes
our ability to know His will that much better. That in turn leads to even more growth and on we go, but not
on into a world that is completely won for God. We go on into an individual life that is completely sold out
to God. The greatest testimony this world will ever see is a true believer continuing to walk when all the
odds are against them. A believer holding to what they know is true when everyone else says they have to
be wrong. This truth is why I talk so much about Noah and Job; men who walked the walk and continued to
grow in God not just in spite of the hardships but in so many ways because of them. We know we will never
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see this world suffer from a worldwide flood again because God promised that would never be something
He would do, but in so many ways that's because the evil of men is so bad there is no saving this world
from it. (Gen. 9:8-17) 

Wiping the world clean and beginning again with only those who have faith is a hopeless cycle that
will in and of itself destroy the planet. Thus, God allows this world to move on through the months and
years and by and large man gets to do what he chooses. What we've seen men choose are things such as
murdering The Messiah when He walked this earth. This showed, as much as Satan doesn't want the things
of God on this earth, there are plenty of people who don't want that as well. Directing such people and using
them as a weapon to take down those who are attempting to serve God is an easy task for Satan and he's
learned how to wield that weapon very well! Can God stop such attacks from reaching us? Absolutely He
can, and at times does, but the problem in our world today is that we live more and more as it was in the
days of Noah. (Matt. 24:36-42) This means there are fewer and fewer truly serving God. I know many
people don't want to hear it but it's a truth the Bible clearly shows us. The simple truth is, the number of
individuals Satan has to hurl his weapons at to take down the things of God are getting fewer, while the
number of people he has to use in this fight are getting larger!

As I have sought God on why 2024 went the way it went, this is the answer I've gotten. The bottom
line when asking why God doesn't guard us from all these attacks is that God will allow man his will in this
world until He decides man's will is only evil continually and He must intervene in a large way, once again.
This is what we wait for and we say we understand this but we tend to forget, for it to happen God has to
allow man's evil will to play out! Men have become so evil,  God can't  step in to stop every attack on
believers or men won't be allowed their will. Of course, what I'm saying is larger than what will fit in one
little year-end letter, but the point is the attacks are getting more frequent and more fervent against all of us
who are trying to hold on in this world of sin. We have to keep this forefront in our minds if we're going to
make it to the day we leave this earth or Jesus is sent back. We must hold on to the things of God we have,
and as Satan has more success removing such things from this world those things will become fewer and
fewer. However, what he cannot take from us, unless we allow it, is our ability to grow in faith! Far fewer
things of God's Law were in action when the Jews were carried off their land to Babylon, but that didn't
stop Daniel from praying three times a day and neither did the king's law. (Dan. 6:4-10) Daniel didn't have
the temple in Jerusalem, or even Jerusalem, but he still had his faith and he wasn't about to let anything take
that away from him!

Daniel also didn't let things take away the opportunities he had to bring God's will to this earth as it
was/is in heaven. This is the fight we are all facing. How many books, booklets, calendars, Shaqahs or
anything else will we be able to send out in 2025? I don't  know but that's not the important part.  The
important part is that we keep on trying because that's what God has called us to do, and what's most
important is that each of you hold on to your faith! None of us can be Noah, Job or Daniels in this world if
we let the attacks Satan throws at us keep us from finding that place to commune with God. We know the
attacks on Living Springs will just keep coming, but all we can do is keep fighting to bring what we can of
God's Kingdom to this lost and desperate world! Just know, you are not forgotten by God or by us, so keep
fighting with us by being more determined than ever to grow your faith through prayer without ceasing, and
as you pray, please remember Living Springs! (I Thes. 5:17)

Sincerely,

Philip E. Busby
Executive Director
Living Springs
2024
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